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in   my inquiries on  the  subject  of cup-marks.    Mr Bryce,
now Ambassador at Washington, and myself made up the
party.   The stone appeared on examination to be a portion
of a once larger one, and to which iron  staples had  been
affixed at the ends; to admit possibly of its being carried on
a pack-horse.    On it was a mark, or depression, not unlike
the marks seen  on  monoliths,  and termed  cup-marks.    I
propounded the theory that this mark was even a cup-mark.
And I am bound to say that the sense of the meeting was
not with me, no one  supporting  my view save  Mr Bryce,
who gave me a qualified approval only.    I was asked to show
my proofs that it was a cup-mark, which, considering we have
not had handed  down to us   the  Proceedings  of Learned
Societies of those prehistoric days, was not to me possible.
I suggested that it would be equally difficult to prove that
the marking was not a cup-mark.     But the Noes  had it.
Still, he who is convinced against his will,  &c., and I  am
yet inclined to believe that this stone was originally a portion
of a larger monolith.    It is well known that these blocks, that
are found all over Europe and in many other parts of the
world also, are often covered with these marks.    Such being
the case, there is nothing inherently improbable in the view
that this mark even is like unto those found on similar stones.
During the past few years the Royal Spanish Academy, on
my paper, has taken up the subject, and such markings have
been reported from several parts  of the  Iberian peninsula.
Father Fidel Fita, too, thinks he can trace an affinity between
the cups and some of the Ogham characters.    As to being
able to read these markings, I have no hope.    It is, I believe,
an ideographic system, not alphabetical or syllabic, and as
such there is no hope of interpreting it without the key.
No  extent of experience with alphabetical  cipher, and  no
smartness in applying the science of comparisons, Sec,, would
enable a man to puzzle out without a key the Yacht Club
Signal, such as 133, "Send 3 dozens of champagne on board."
This, like a cup-mark rock-inscription, is an ideograph, and
all attempts at interpretation, even by the most